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Good afternoon and good evening or good morning. Wherever you are. My name is Jeroen Kelderhuis and I am heading the Civil Society and Education division at the Social Development department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Netherlands. And the subject of today is civic space. 



Overview

• Civic Space
• Policy instruments
• CSF + CSF-Flex
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What is it. Why is it subject of our discussions today and what policy instruments we have to support it. And in the end I want to zoom in on one grant making facility we have that specifically targets local civil society organisations to strengthen them in their lobby and advocacy capacity. 



3 Civic Freedoms

• Freedom of Association
• Freedom of Expression
• Freedom of peaceful 

Assembly
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First of all civic space is about three civic freedoms that are key to sustainable social- economic and political development. The freedom of association, the freedom of expression and the freedom of peaceful assembly. These freedoms are very important to enable people in any country to come together around issues of common concern, to express opinions freely and exchange thoughts on potential solutions. And finally, also to organize in such a way that these solutions can be arrived at either through private initiatives or through efforts in the public domain and quite often it is a matter of public-private partnership, quite often it also involves companies.



Current Situation

Focus 
Region
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Why do we think civic space is important to focus on. Our partner CIVCIUS is measuring these levels of freedom around the world using composite indicators, and they themselves are much better equipped to tell you how they are doing this. However, the result is an annual update on the civic space through their global monitoring report. This map is the color coded translation of a lot of qualitative information that is gathered by many people around the world. Green means that the space is open. Red means that the space is closed. In other words in reddish areas there is hardly any space to exercise the three civic freedoms discussed above. And you can see that this offers a rather bleak picture around the world. This is map is last years map. I would imagine some countries having turned red in the meantime.For instance in Sudan where we saw a military coup in October, which seems to undo all the gains over the past three years after the overthrow of former dictator Bashir. Youth are still going to the streets but risking their lives literally as every time they do some people are shot while others are detained. All over the Sahel we saw a series of coups d’etats: Burkina Faso, Chad, Guinea, Mali and Sudan.I just came back from Burkina Faso ......

https://monitor.civicus.org/


Civic Space &         Civil Society

A strong civil society is essential for a good functioning democracy and an 
inclusive society where civic space is safeguarded.
Civic space and civil society is under pressure in many countries, with 
restrictive NGO laws etc.
The Netherlands supports civil society organisations in reducing inequality, 
combating corruption, amplifying the voice of rights holders and calling upon 
duty bearers to fulfil human rights of their constituencies.
Specific attention goes to the realization of women’s rights and gender.
The Youth@Hearts principles are put into practice in policy preparation and 

implementation.
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It does not require much imagination that good functioning democracies are still far on the horizon in these contexts. So how to invest in civic space in these kind of contexts? We think civil society organisations are the ones that by their very presence somehow manage to keep the space open or generate new spaces for assembly, expression of opinion and association. At the same time we see that autocratic governments crack down on these civil societies as they are indeed birth places of democratic rule and therefore often pose a threat to current power holders. Still we think it is important to choose sides here and support groups that have been marginalized to claim their rights with duty bearers (no matter how bad they function). And we often find youth at the heart of these endeavors, as they often see their futures torn apart by bad governance and shady trade deals between autocratic regimes with foreign entities. International civil society therefore also has a role to translate local concerns into international lobby and advocacy with international institutions that somehow still try to maintain an international order. And we need local organizations and their international counterparts to work together addressing flaws in the system through international collaboration.

https://www.youthatheart.nl/youth-at-heart-principles
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As mentioned before civic space often challenges the status quo and therefore you will find constraining forces that try to limit civil freedoms through harassment and intimiation. Or by taking away control from civil society through strict regulation or by limiting international financial flows to local civil society organisations.On the other hand there can also be enabling responses to civil society in strengthening their independent role to represent diverse societal groups. Promote construction dialogue amongst different (sometimes opposing) stakeholders. Help civil society to address grievances to prevent extremism and violence and so on.
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In developing these responses there are roles for government, civil society and the private sector. They minimally should entail protection, signalling concerns and abuses and respecting human rights. While they could also take a much more enabling or even advancing role in including civil society in decision making (by governmetns) or consulting civil society groups (by businesses) or setting agenda’s by civil society themselves. In a mature society civil society could take on much more cooperative roles working together with government and the private sector in ensuring that laws are inclusive and products and services are sustainable. 



Instruments 

Power of Voices
• Climate
• Trade and Sustainable Value Chains
• Food Security, Water, Wash
• Gender
• Inclusion LHBTI
• Freedom of Speech / FoRB
• Security and Rule of Law

SDG5 fund
• Power of Women

• SRHR Partnership Fund

• Women Peace and Security

Other instruments 
• VOICE
• Leading from the South
• Civic Space Fund
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To help protect, enable or advance civic space the Netherlands has developed a number of policy instruments that most of you are quite familiar with. Most of these instruments are linked to specific thematic priorities we as the Netherlands have in our international development cooperation. However, not all instruments are bound by that thematic focus. In particul within instruments like VOICE, Leading from the South and the Civic Space Fund there is much more space for local NGOs to determine their own priorities. The last one is the successor of the Accountability Fund that you may know from our previous policy cycle. 



Geographical scope # Strategic Partners
Worldmap
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Under the other instruments already 42 partnerships have been concluded which are catering for specific target groups in specific countries or address some global challenges linked to trade and climate change that cannot be addressed a the individual country level and therefore require an integrated approach. These partnerships are already often inclusive of local civil society, however, often not exclusively. Therefore the Civic Space Fund has been called into operation to specifically target local civil society organisations. 

https://tableau.atos.buzaservices.nl/#/views/DSO/DSOProgrammadashboard?:iid=4


Civic Space Fund

• Opportunity to offer direct support to local 
CSOs

• The aim is to help create a strong, vibrant civil 
society that holds public and private actors to 
account

• Direct support to CSOs by Embassies 
strengthens local ownership and leadership and 
shows that the Netherlands government is 
serious about supporting such agents of change. 

• Moreover, it strengthens mutual learning and 
the network of Embassies.

• The proposed activities must aim to strengthen 
the lobbying and advocacy capacity of local 
CSOs. The fund cannot be used to finance 
service delivery activities. 10
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It offers direct support to local CSOs. The aim of this instrument is to help create strong, vibrant civil society that holds public and private actors to account. It is an instrument that can be used by our embassies to strengthen local ownership and leadership while benefitting from these links to local civil society and strengthening the information position of our diplomatic missions. The focus of this instrument (like with all other instruments under our current policy framework) is on strengthening lobbying and advocacy capacity.



CSF CSF-Flex
Annual budget 9 million
• Embassies operationalise CSF as they see fit 

through annual budget cycle
• Embassies are in charge of how funds are 

dispersed at country level
• The CSF is open to countries mentioned in the 

BHOS policy note (focus countries). 
• Thematic priorities: climate mitigation and 

adaptation, trade and/or sustainable value chains, 
food security, sustainable water management 
and/or WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene), 
SRHR, women’s rights and gender equality, 
freedom of speech or freedom of religion and 
belief, equal rights LGBTI, peace and law and order. 

Annual budget 1 million*
• Embassies can apply for CSF-Flex at any time 

during the year
• The CSF-Flex is open to all OECD-DAC countries 

(except the Upper Middle Income Countries and 
Territories) with a Dutch Embassy, see the DAC list.

• No thematic priority but a focus on innovative 
cooperation between organisations is welcomed. 
Furthermore, organisations working with the most 
marginalised groups are of first concern, notably 
women and girls, LGBTIs and people with 
disabilities. CSOs representing intersex people and 
youth are encouraged to apply. 

• > 100.000 euro per activity

*) For 2022 and 2023 this budget is raised with an
additional 7.5 million euro.
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The civic space fund has an annual budget allocation of 10 million euro of which 1 million is part of what we call the CSF-Flex option. This last option has been temporarily expanded with a one-time increase of 7.5 million euro, which is the result of a motion by our parliament, who wanted us to intensify on the CSF and address immediate challenges to civic space. This means for this and next year the budget for CSF-Flex almost quadrupled. The CSF-Flex option can be applied all-year round. However, again, applications should be supported by our embassies. And eventhough there is no thematic limitation on the CSF-Flex option, it will still be important for local CSOs to have the embassy supporting their cause and turning in the application to the centrally administered CSF-Flex fund.

https://247.plaza.buzaservices.nl/subject/didi1/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/subject/didi1/Accountability%20Fund/Overviews/DAC_List_ODA_Recipients2014to2017_flows_En.pdf&action=default


Questions
Dso-mo@minbuza.nl
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Are there any questions. I suppose there are many. 
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