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YOUTH PERSPECTIVES

MORE YOUNG PEOPLE DEMAND THEIR 

PLACE IN POLITICAL SYSTEMS

EDUCATION HARDLY IMPROVES 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH ON THE 
LABOUR MARKET

20 MILLION YOUNGPEOPLE WILL 

EXPECTEDLY ENTER THE LABOUR
MARKET IN SUB-SAHARA AFRICA 
EACH YEAR OVER THE NEXT TWO 

DECADES

IN SOME M-E/AFRICAN 

COUNTRIES, OVER 75% 
OF THE POPULATION IS 
BELOW THE AGE OF 30

87% OF AFRICAN CEOs ARE CONCERNED ABOUT 

THE AVAILABILITY OF WORKERS WITH RELEVANT 
SKILLS ON THE LABOUR MARKET

WORSENED DUE TO COVID-19

14.2% EMPLOYMENT DECLINE IN 2020 

FOR YOUNG WOMEN IN NORTH 
AFRICA, COMPARED WITH THE NON-
PANDEMIC SCENARIO



YOUTH AT HEART

We focus on bridging the gap between knowledge and 
skills that youth learn in education and the needs of 
the labour market. Meanwhile we strengthen young 
people’s voices. 

VOICE

EDUCATION

WORK

MATCH: 
YOUTH

The Youth at Heart approach is closely related to 
policy objectives in the areas of human rights, civic 
space, climate action, SRHR, peace & security, etc.



Programmes

• Challenge Fund for Youth Employment

• Nexus Skills and Jobs

• Prospects, Partnerships for Improving Prospects for Forcibly Displaced and Host Communities 

Scaling up 
partnerships

• Multi-stakeholder partnerschap Generation Unlimited

• Local Employment in Africa for Development (LEAD)

• Orange Corners Innovatie Fonds (OCIF)

• Youth Entrepreneurship and Innovation Multi-Donor Trustfund

Strengthen youth 
voices

• Dialogue with international partners 

• Meaningful youth participation
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Core Youth at Heart programmes 
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• Coordinate Youth at Heart strategy implementation, through e.g. the Youth Working

Group (HQ) and Youth Focal Points Network (Embassies);

• Provide instruments to support integration of youth in policies and programmes, e.g. 

through Youth Advisory Committee, MYP Toolkit, Y@H Principles, Virtual 

Conferences & online platform www.youthatheart.nl;

• Youth diplomacy

• Bilateral: discussing challenges and opportunities for young people in our

dialogues (with young people as leaders and partners) 

• Multilateral: influencing UN policies & programmes as well as EU external

action (e.g. NDICI and Team Europe Initiatives)

Youth, education and work

http://www.youthatheart.nl/
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The Youth at Heart Principles

✓ Presented during Youth at Heart 
virtual forum, Nov 2020

✓ Signature event with 75+ 
organisations involved: boosting the
movement investing in prospects of 
young people, with young people!
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Meaningful Youth Participation 
Toolkit

• The MYP Toolkit offers resources and inspiration to

MFA and Embassy staff to meaningfully engage with

youth in design and implementation of policies, 

programmes and strategies

• Youth were involved in crafting the Toolkit 

• Toolkit was launched during the ‘One Year Youth At 

Heart’ 22 November

• An MYP course is in the making, and will become

available early 2022 (via the Academy)



8Khadija (26) Morocco Kevin (20) NetherlandsPelemo (19) Nigeria

Mahmoud (27) Egypt
Grace (23) South Sudan

Sinan (23) Jordan Daisy (25) Uganda

Salim (27) Algeria
Kevin (26) Burkina Faso

• With the YAC we’re fulfilling the ambition to involve young

people as leaders, partners and beneficiaries more and better in 

the creation, implementation and monitoring of policies

• The YAC consists of 10 members; 9 from the focus regions

• Committee was launched by the Minister during the ‘One Year 

Youth at Heart’ event on 22 November

• In cooperation with the Dutch National Youth Council (NJR)

The Youth Advisory Committee 
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✓ Make sure NL efforts and diplomacy match the young reality!

✓ Good way to ‘brand’ NL and connect with youthful society 

✓ The youth agenda provides opportunity to connect development programmes to diplomatic efforts

✓ Make use of the Meaningful Youth Participation toolkit

✓ Consider setting up your own youth advisory board / sounding board

✓ Include youth perspectives in your multi-annual country strategies

✓ Make use of instruments out there, such as PSD toolkit & Civic Space Fund to fund initiatives

The HQ team for Youth, Education and Work is there for support and cooperation!

What can you do



The Hague - November 3, 2021

Thank you!

www.youthatheart.nl


